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“Silence Before Salvation”      Text – Romans 3:9-20       OT Reading – Psalm 51

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
When you scrape your knee or your elbow, you often get a bit of dirt in the wound and it gets all infected and swollen and sore and pusy.  And I am sure you boys and girls know what I am talking about.  Yes?  

Well, we soon learn as children that when this happens, the only way to really deal with this problem is to pop the bubble and get all of the infected pus out.  Right?  

But that hurts like anything.  And so, sometimes we just cry and ask mum to put a plaster on it.  But we all know that plasters don’t heal a problem like that.  You have to go through the pain of opening up the wound and getting it all cleaned out before there can be healing.

Well, in the part of Romans that we are in at the moment, that is pretty much what Paul is doing.  His readers have a problem – sin.  But they have been either pretending that they do not have a problem or just trying to hide it with a plaster because they don’t think it is that bad.  

But Paul is busy lancing the boil, so to speak.  He is scraping around in the infected wound of man’s sin, trying to bring up all of the pus, so that his readers can see just how serious this injury is.  For then, and only then, will they be ready for the cure.  

And the reality is that the problem his readers have is not just a surface injury but a mortal wound.  And if left untreated, it will kill them.  That’s how serious this whole matter is.

Well, we are involved in this too, as Paul’s readers today.  We too need to see how serious the problem of sin is.  

· As believers, it is necessary for us to see this because it is a reminder of what we have been rescued from, which is what we celebrate today at the table.  

· And it is also what serves as the ground for thankful and obedient living.
· But others of us need to know this to see why Jesus is necessary.  It is sinners who know they are sinners who need Jesus.
So today, here in these verses, the Apostle completes his diagnosis of man’s sinful condition.  
In v21 he will begin, again, to talk about the cure for sin – the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  But we are not quite there yet!  Today we must complete this boil popping, pus removing, wound exposure.  And Paul does this by providing O.T. evidence. 

You will recall that Paul is speaking to both Jewish and non-Jewish or Gentile believers.  He has explained why all the Gentiles deserve God’s eternal wrath – they reject the true God and they do evil deeds.  And he has explained that all the Jews also deserve God’s eternal wrath – they break God’s commandments.  And in the first part of chapter 3, he has answered objections that the Jews would raise to what he is saying.
Well, to put the matter beyond any doubt, he will now prove his point by quoting from the O.T..  He will take the very Scriptures that the Jews think excuse them from God’s judgment, and show from them that in and of themselves the Jews also deserve God’s eternal wrath.   
And we simply want to consider the implications of these OT quotations in vv10-18 and then the implications of the summary words in vv19-20 as our two major headings.
Well, Paul begins with a conclusion statement in v9.  Looking back at what he has been saying, and putting himself in the same place as his fellow Jews, notice, Paul says, “What shall we conclude then?  Are we any better?  [And he means than the Gentiles?]  Not at all.  We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin.”  
And he then proceeds to show this from the Scriptures (See note in bulletin).  And Paul’s point here is that he has invented nothing.  He is not coming with some new theology.  This is not his opinion.  What he is saying is Thus says the Lord.

And the first of his quotes comes from Eccles. 7:20 and Psalms 14 and 53.  We see the words in vv10-12.  

1) If you remember from chapter 1 and the Gentiles, their first failure was the failure to acknowledge and worship the one true God who plainly reveals Himself in creation.  And what this amounts to is saying “No” to God.  Well God wants the Jews to see also that apart from His sovereign and saving work in their lives, they too are those way what Psalm 14:1 says, “There is no God.”  That is the rebellious attitude that each person has before he comes to faith in Christ, because the true God can only be known by faith in Christ – He is a God-denier.   
2) And then we see just how complete this rebellion is as the Psalm continues for it reveals that man’s whole inner being is controlled by sin: His mind – “no one who understands,” his heart – “no one who seeks God,” his will – “no one who does good.”  
a) Now, it is usually at this point that we try and quibble with the apparent totality of these words by arguing that sinful man is not as bad as all that, surely, is he?  After all, even unbelievers do kind deeds.  Remember though that the standard here is God’s perfect righteousness.  
i) During this week we have heard a lot about the Fonterra poison milk scare.  Well, according to one website, botulinum, the poison that may have gotten into the milk powder, is lethal at just 0.4 nanograms per kilogram.  And that means that to kill every single person here, do you know how much botulinum you would need?  26 nanograms.  And one single grain of sugar weighs 65 milligrams.  So you would have to break that single grain of sugar into 2.5 million parts before each one weighed 26 nanograms.  That’s how poisonous botulinum is.  One microscopic spec can completely taint 100 glasses of water, even though looking at the water you could not tell.
(1) Well, the power of sin is such that just the tinniest bit is enough to stain any human-being jet-black; to make him or her wholly unrighteous in comparison to the snow-like perfection of God.  And that is why sin’s influence is described as total.  It completely taints every aspect of the sinner’s being. 

3) And to explore this a little further Paul provides us with an X-ray.   After all, if you have ever gone to a doctor for a diagnosis about some heath concern, one of the first things the doctor will do to try and figure out how bad things are is an X-ray.  Well, in vv13-18 we have a full body X-ray of the sinner.  
a) Vv13-14 focus on speech – throat, tongue, lips and mouth by quoting Psalms 5, 10 and 140.  
i) In Matthew 12:34, Jesus was talking to the Pharisees.  And He said to them, “out of the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks.”  
(1) Well, if a person is dead in sin, which is what is being said here and what we see also in Ephesians 2:1-3, what will come out of the mouth?  Death, filth, lies, hurtful words, bad-language, dirty jokes, bitterness, racist or sexist words, deceit, angry words, blasphemy, and cursing. 
(2) And remember that even if the words that come out of an unbeliever’s mouth are outwardly ‘nice,’ because he or she does not seek to glorify God, ultimately, in God’s eyes, what comes out of his or her mouth is only ‘death.’  
ii) So let’s pause here and reflect for a moment on what the gospel can accomplish.  And we will say more about this later on.  But lest we get weighed down already, remember that by the power of the blood of Jesus, the death-spouting mouth can become a life-spouting mouth.  
(1) The mouth that defies God can become a mouth that says, “Jesus is Lord!”  
(a) And, as Romans 10:9-10 says, “If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”  
(2) But that’s not all!  For by the grace of God, the believer whose mouth still fails to say what it should all the time, and still tells a lie or a dirty joke or swears, can know that in God’s eyes you are a redeemed one who is His sinless child, because of Jesus’ finished work on the cross, and confess his sins and find forgiveness.  That is the power of the gospel for the mouth!
b) But it’s not just the spoken word that reveals a dead heart is it.  For as the X-ray continues, we see that the feet of the sinner bring death, ruin and misery wherever he or she goes – Isaiah 59.  
i) People often lament what they call the wars that Christians have started over religious disagreements.  And sadly, there are some sad examples of this in history.  
(1) And yet, men like Hitler, Pol-pot, Mao-Tse Tung, Stalin, Lenin, and Edi Amin were not followers of Jesus Christ.  It is men who have rejected God in favour of a false god or another ideology who have unleashed the most brutal conflicts that recent history has seen, resulting in the loss of millions, if not billions of lives and untold misery.  
ii) And I have said this before and I will say it again.  If you legalize abortion and thereby teach children that human beings may be killed if they are inconvenient, and hammer into them that they are the result of random chance and the natural selection of evolution, you cannot be surprised when they take a gun into a school and start shooting everyone.  Why not?  Who says it is wrong?  What does it really matter?  The feet of the sinner bring death, ruin and misery wherever he or she goes.
iii) But what is the gospel?  It is, according to Ephesians 6:15, the gospel of peace.   It is a gospel that can take angry, violent, selfish, and abusive human beings and change them, despite the world believing that such things are just part of an addictive personality that cannot be changed.   
(1) And it is a gospel that can restore the shame-filled believer who has found him or herself behaving in these ways, again.  
(a) For when the Lord says in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, [God] is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness,” you will notice that there is no limit on that promise!  It is not 10 times, you can be forgiven, or 100 times, you can be forgiven.  It is, “If we confess our sins, [God] is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”
c) And then, with v17, the sinner’s mind is displayed on the X-ray: “The way of peace they do not know.”   
i) Way back in the Garden of Eden, God made the way of peace known to Adam.  He said, “Don’t eat from that tree and you shall live!”  But then the Serpent came to Eve and said, Did God really say?  And Eve chose to disbelieve God’s way and she ate.  
(1) And this has been our root problem ever since.  
(a) God makes Himself known in creation, but man says, “There is no God.”  
(b) God reveals Himself in His Word, but man says, “It is just another book.”  
(c) God says, “Believe in my Son Jesus Christ and you shall be saved.”  But man says, “What foolishness is that!  Let us eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die.”  
(2) But does man have peace?  Do the people our society most idolizes, celebrities, who have money and riches and sex and fame, have peace?  Well, the all too frequent death by overdose stories suggest not.  
(3) And go and talk to any nurse at your local rest-home.  Ask them if they have seen any difference between the way believers in Jesus die and the way unbelievers die.  And while this is only a generalization, you will find them telling you that there can be a noticeable difference.  Why?  Because the believer knows the way of peace.  
ii) Do you remember Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 3?  “I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge-- that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”  For what is that if it is not peace?  
(1) And as if that is not enough, I find myself deriving more and more peace from this most complex of theological statements. Are you ready for it?  You will have to pay attention because it is packed with theological jargon: “Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so.”  
d) Well lastly, v18 puts the eyes on the X-ray: “There is no fear of God before their eyes” – Psalm 36:1.  And we can’t help but think of Proverbs 1 here: “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.”  
i) As one who does believe in God, who does believe that He created the heavens and the earth, who does believe in Jesus for the forgiveness of you sins, who does believe that He will come again to judge all mankind, think for a moment how different your world-view and what you say, do, and think is than the one who does not believe those things.  “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.”  
(1) True belief in God through Jesus Christ affects everything – motivation, attitude, relationships, work, recreation, language, hope, confidence, world-view, education, entertainment…
Well, the diagnosis of the doctor called Law is complete, and the results are devastating.  Measured by the Law, we are without hope because we are sinners.  Verses 19-20, “Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.  Therefore no one will be declared righteous in His sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.”
So where does that leave mankind.  Well, we have several pictures of where that leaves mankind in the Bible.  
1) The first one we see in the Garden of Eden immediately after Adam and Eve had eaten the forbidden fruit.  The Bible says, “Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as He was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.”  
a) Have you ever asked yourself why?  Why did they hide?  Why didn’t they run to God and says, “Whoops!  We are sorry.  We goofed up.  Can we have another chance?  Can you help us?”  
i) They hid because of the law.  
ii) They hid because all the law can do is convict you of sin.  
iii) They hid because the law leaves man silent and guilty before God.  And God had said, “Do not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, because on the day you eat of it, you shall surely die.”  
(1) So Adam and Eve hid because they knew what they deserved – the judgment of death.
2) And we see this pictured also in the Luke 15 lost-parables.  
a) For what does the sheep do in the first parable?  As a picture of a sinner, it just gets lost.  
b) And what does the coin do in the second parable?  As a picture of the sinner, it just gets lost.  
c) And what does the prodigal son do in the third parable?  He just gets lost.  
i) Now, I know he goes back home.  But does he go home expecting grace?  No.  He expects only judgment, because that is what he deserves, according to law.
3) But God found Adam and Eve, didn’t He.  He sought them in their misery and rebellion.
a) And He pointed them to the hope of the gospel of Jesus.  
4) And the Shepherd found the sheep.  And the woman found the coin.  And the father found His son as he ran to him and wrapped him up in the gospel of grace as he kissed him.
5) And then you get those remarkable words in Luke 19:10 that we find at the end of the story of Zacchaeus.  Do you remember that story boys and girls?  Jesus has called to Him up in the tree, “Zacchaeus, you come down!  I must stay at your house today.”  So Jesus goes to Zacchaeus’ house and eats with him there.  And the people are disturbed that Jesus would eat with such a sinner.  But what does Jesus say?  “The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."
So could it be that today, for the first time, you are silent before God?  One who now realizes that you are lost?  If so, praise the Lord, because there must be silence before salvation; the silence of knowing that you are a guilty sinner who deserves only God’s wrath.

And then pray Psalm 51 which we read earlier in the service.  Look to Jesus and say, “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.  Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.  Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.  Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.  Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.”

And if you are one who has confessed your sins to the Lord and who knows yourself to be a found sinner, a redeemed sinner, a forgiven sinner, join David and pray, “O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.”  
Amen.

